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A NOTE FROM THE DEAN 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bishop Toby to be Bishop of Leeds 

I, with my fellow deans of Wakefield and Bradford, am delighted by the 
announcement that the Right Reverend Dr Toby Howarth has been chosen by the 
Crown Nomination Commission, and approved by the King, to be Bishop of Leeds. 
 

Bishop Toby has served faithfully as Bishop of Bradford since 2014, showing a deep 
commitment to the gospel, generous engagement with people of different faiths, and 
wide experience of the Church in Britain and overseas. His wisdom, warmth and 
pastoral care are already well known across our diocese and will stand him in good 
stead as he takes on this significant responsibility.  
 

At a time of uncertainty in the world and no shortage of challenge for the diocese, we 
at Ripon Cathedral are giving thanks that Bishop Toby has been called to lead us in 
this new chapter. As one of the three cathedrals of the Diocese of Leeds, Ripon 
Cathedral looks forward to welcoming Bishop Toby and supporting his ministry 
among the diverse communities of our region. We assure him, Henriette and their 
family of our prayers as they prepare for this responsibility. 
 

May God grant Bishop Toby courage, grace and joy that he might lead the Church 
across this vast and varied diocese to further Christ’s kingdom of justice and peace.   
 
A Season of Creation 

We at Ripon Cathedral, along with the rest of the Church of England and many of our 
ecumenical partners, are keeping September and the first days of October as the 
Season of Creation. In a way this develops and expands upon our long-established 
tradition of celebrating God’s gift of the harvest at this time of mellow fruitfulness. We 
do well to be grateful to those individuals, communities and industries that work hard 
to provide for our daily needs, but for people of faith there is a heart-felt desire to 
thank God for all life and all that he does, minute by minute, to sustain us. God the 
Holy Trinity is the Creator as well as Redeemer and Sustainer.  
 

The Church of England provides the following helpful information about the Season of 
Creation.  
 

Creationtide, now more commonly known as the Season of Creation, was 
introduced in 1989 by the late Ecumenical Patriarch, Demetrios I, from the Eastern 
Orthodox church. It starts on September 1, the first day of the Orthodox church 



year and ends on October 4, St Francis day, showing that it is a shared idea 
between Western and Eastern Christianity. Churches and congregations are called 
to pay special attention to our shared responsibility for the Earth and everything 
that lives upon it. 

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland adopted the season in 2008. In 2016, 
Pope Francis declared 1 September an annual World Day of Prayer for the Care of 
Creation. In 2026, the first Sunday of September was introduced into the Church 
calendar as a new Festival of Creation in Christ, to celebrate the work of Christ in 
creating all things as well as celebrating creation itself.  

The timing of the Season of Creation means it is an excellent way of linking wider 
issues with traditional harvest festivals. Each year, a new theme and resources are 
created by a group of churches from round the world. 

And Canon Michael writes helpfully about the introduction of the new Festival of 
Creation in Christ in his article in our September – October Newsletter. He helpfully 
points out that the world (in fact all creation) comes into being through God’s free 
act. This is an act of pure, divine love; and life is only sustained by God’s continued 
loving act of creation. 

I have often thought that we cannot begin to understand the person and 
significance of Jesus Christ without first appreciating that he reveals and is part of 
God the creator, redeemer and sustainer.  

Care for creation and worship of God 

This may all seem like profound theology. It is! But it is deep theology that 
undergirds our faith and shapes a constructive and healthy approach to our care of 
creation and response to the challenge of climate change. The record heat of the 
summer and the spread of devastating wildfires illustrate all too clearly the 
undeniable reality of climate change. This in turn leads us to refocus our efforts to 
do all we can to care responsibly for the environment and natural order.  

In this, however, is the need to remember that we are not the redeemers and 
sustainers of created life, in the same way that we are not the Creator of it. As 
humans, we make our best contribution to God’s ongoing work of creating, 
redeeming, and sustaining life by seeking to align our wills and efforts with his. This 
is not helped by idolising creation.  

Many of us, for example, love trees and have been rejoicing in the shade they 
provide under a scorching summer sun. We are fortunate in having many trees on 
the cathedral estate – trees that need looking after and managing. A Season of 
Creation is not encouraging us to worship the trees. That would be idolatry. 
Rather, it encourages us to be renewed by a healthy, God-centred perspective. It 
encourages us to worship the Creator and to work with him for the good of the 
Earth and all that lives on it. Our care of creation then becomes worship of the 
Creator.  

 

https://ctbi.org.uk/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/time-creation


Honouring ‘The Few’  

Famously, in the House of Commons on 20th August 1940, Winston Churchill, our 
wartime prime minister, said ‘Never in the field of human conflict has so much 
been owed by so many to so few.’ It may be that we now have similar thoughts 
when considering the bravery of the Ukrainian people in standing resolutely 
against the might of an aggressive invader of their sovereign territory who 
threatens global stability and peace. Churchill, of course, in the midst of the Battle 
of Britain, before its outcome was certain, was referring to the brave aircrews of 
the Royal Air Force. These included men from other nations, not least Poland.  

I am pleased that the cathedral has, once again, been asked to host a Battle of 
Britain Service. This will be incorporated into the Choral Eucharist on Sunday, 13 th 
September. We will be joined by civic and military representatives and have an 
opportunity to thank God for the bravery of ‘The Few’ and to pray for wise leaders 
and the peace of the world in our own day.  

The Launch of our 2025-2026 Annual Review and Reviewing Priorities: 
Saturday, 19th September 10.00am – 12.00noon. 
 

Each year, we publish an annual review, full of facts and photos which give an insight 
into how we have moved forward with Growing God’s Kingdom over the previous 12 
months. I can assure you, the Annual Review 2025-26 is full of good news and 
encouragement.  
 

The launch event takes place in the cathedral and is for all those who are part of 
cathedral life or interested in its mission and ministry. Everyone is welcome. People 
will hear presentations and have the opportunity to put questions to me and other 
Chapter members. This is always very valuable for me and the Chapter and, I hope, for 
all those who attend. 
 

This year, we will also have some clear early messages from the questionnaire that 
forms part of our strategy review consultation. This is an important opportunity, then, 
for congregation members, volunteers, people from the diocese and supporters to 
help shape Chapter’s thinking and planning.  
 

If you live in or near Ripon, may I encourage you to be with us on Saturday, 19th 
September 10.00am – 12.00noon. Of course, there will also be coffee and cake – 
many thanks to those who will provide it!  
 

In the July -August Newsletter I wrote about the strategic review and invited anyone 
with an interest in Ripon Cathedral to complete the questionnaire. The end of August 
was given as the deadline. However, we are very forgiving! If you haven’t yet 
managed to complete it, and would like to do so, it is not too late. We would still love 
to hear from you.  
 
Please, follow the link or use the QR code : 
 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/t/1P2148/   
 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/t/1P2148/


St. Wilfrid Weekend  - Friday 9th to Sunday 11th October: 

Celebrating our founding patron and the life and mission of the cathedral 
today.  

Please, see the publicity in the Newsletter and on our website giving information 
about the spectacular Twilight in the Nave gala dinner on Friday 9th October and 
glorious choral festal services on Saturday 10 th and Sunday 11th. For the Saturday 
Festal Evensong and Sunday Festal Eucharist the choir will be augmented by 
members of its alumni – always wonderful to see and hear!  

Celebrating our founding patron saint is a source of inspiration and 
encouragement as we further Christ’s mission through the cathedral in the 21 st 
century. In the 7th century Wilfrid displayed great courage and determination. Full 
of energy and enthusiasm, he was determined to serve Christ by establishing 
churches and communities with confidence, equipping them to further mission 
and ministry in very effective ways. We still benefit from that today, not simply in 
still having the remarkable sacred space of Wilfrid’s crypt.  

One of the wonderful elements of our Patronal Eucharist is the reciting of our long 
and venerable history in prayerful gratitude for how God has worked in and 
through Ripon Cathedral over nearly 14 centuries. So many people are mentioned, 
each playing their part in their generation. In a nation and world that needs the 
good news of Jesus Christ more and more, this can only be an encouragement to 
those of us who are keen to share that good news and pass on the faith to coming 
generations.   

The patronal weekend also gives me an opportunity, on behalf of the whole 
cathedral community, to thank everyone who contributes to its life and mission 
today. I thank each one of them, and praise God for them. Please, do join in the 
celebrations.  

Saying farewell and thank you to our Education Officer.  

At the end of August, we say a very big thank you to Yvonne Jefferies who steps 
down as our Cathedral Education Officer.  

Over six and a half years, Yvonne has given brilliant service and shown great skill in 
building up the Education Department. She has made strong links with schools 
across the diocese and region and grown a strong team of volunteers to deliver 
inspiring and enjoyable school visits. We will miss her! Though it is a comfort that 
she remains a valued member of the cathedral’s worshipping community and one 
of our Licensed Lay Ministers (Lay Readers).  

The work of the Education Team will continue, of course, under Canon Matthew’s 
oversight, and we look forward to welcoming our new Education Officer in 
September.  
 

With my very best wishes 

Dean John





NEWS FROM THE CANON PRECENTOR 
 

Another September, another new academic year begins! We welcome the choristers, 
choral scholars and lay clerks back after their summer break. In July we said farewell to 
around 12 choristers who had reached the end of their time as a chorister. We 
welcome 5 of those back after a rigorous interview process as choral scholars with 3 
sopranos and 2 alto choral scholars along with the existing bass scholar. 
 

Our best wishes go with all those who have left the choir over the summer, both 
those who chose not to audition as a scholar and those who did but were 
unsuccessful. 
 

We also look forward to welcoming new probationers as they begin their journey with 
the English Choral tradition here in Ripon. 
 
The Hymn Society of Great Britain and Ireland 
Over the Summer I was privileged to give a keynote address at the ‘Hymn Society of 
Great Britain and Ireland’ annual conference at Swanwick Conference centre. 
Following on from Pam Rhodes, the presenter of BBC’s Songs of Praise for decades, I 
was invited to speak about the process of discerning which hymns to sing in a 
Cathedral context. The title I was given was ‘What does a Precentor look for in a hymn 
book? Colleagues from other cathedrals suggested, somewhat tongue in cheek, 
‘hymns’ and ‘the index’, but, in front of this audience of eminent contemporary hymn 
writers and composers I was able to explore a little of how the choice of hymns need 
to reflect sound doctrine and vivid use of theological imagery. I have been warned to 
look out for another invitation to speak at their next summer conference in Stirling. 
 
The Feast of Creation in Christ and the 21 Martyrs of Libya 
Over the summer the General Synod made an amendment to the Calendar that the 
Church of England uses day by day, with the introduction of a new Festival called the 
Feast of Creation in Christ.  
 
The feast commemorates God’s act of creation, and it is therefore different from the 
gratitude for the fruits of creation expressed at Harvest. The celebration speaks of 
creation out of nothing, continuous creation, and creation out of love. The world is 
not made from material which stands alongside God; it comes into being through 
God’s free act. Nor is creation a remote event sealed in the past. God continuously 
sustains what has been made. Creation also flows from love: God creates from no 
deficiency, compulsion or need, but from the abundance of divine goodness.  
 
The Christian calendar unfolds the mystery of Christ, and this Feast brings into focus a 
dimension often present but seldom brought to the fore: the eternal Word as agent, 
meaning and end of creation. John 1 is central here. The Word is in the beginning; all 
things come into being through him; all things are created in him, through him and 
for him; he sustains the universe and holds it in being. We will be observing this 
Festival on the first Sunday of September. 



Finally, Synod approved a commemoration for 21 martyrs killed in 2015 in Libya. On 
many days of the year, the church celebrates and commemorates the saints of old like 
Wilfrid and Francis. These share in the heritage on which the faith is built. But in our 
own generation, people still live out their Christian faith even though it may cost 
them everything. And so, on every 15th February, the church will remember that in 
2015, twenty-one Christian men were martyred by militants of the so-called ‘Islamic 
State’, on a beach near Sirte. This tragic event, documented and broadcasted by the 
perpetrators, has been widely recognised as a profound witness to the Christian faith. 
These martyrs, who were primarily migrant labourers from Egypt, refused to renounce 
Christ despite the threat of death, affirming their faith with the supplication O my 
Lord Jesus as they met their end. These martyrs were targeted specifically for their 
Christian identity. Their execution was intended as a message of terror, yet it became 
an extraordinary testimony to Christian perseverance and martyrdom. 
 

Canon Michael Gisbourne. 
 
 
 



 



 





 

 





 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  



 



 





GROWING GREENER – RIPON CATHEDRAL 
ENVIRONMENT NEWS 

 
We are very lucky at the Cathedral to have such a beautiful setting with grass, 
wildflowers, trees and a Conservation Area to encourage the pollinators, the squirrels, 

the hedgehogs and the birds. Neighbours of the 
Cathedral and those who walk regularly along the paths 
express their thanks and enjoyment of this precious 
green space. 
 

 We give thanks to God in our 
services throughout the year 
for this blessing and pray 
regularly, in the Cathedral, for 
help to be good stewards of 
this ancient open space.  
 

 

The congregation and visitors enjoy the beautiful floral 
displays throughout the year and we give thanks to the 
Cathedral Flower Guild  
 

THE CHURCH SEASON OF CREATION 1ST SEPTEMBER – 4TH OCTOBER  
What is the Season of Creation? 
This is a relatively new special season in the Church liturgical calendar.  
‘It is a concept introduced by the late Ecumenical Patriarch, Demetrios I, in 1989. 
Since then, September 1st (chosen because it is first day of the Orthodox 
ecclesiastical year) has been adopted as the start of the Season of Creation. This is 
the season, running to St Francis day on October 4, when churches and 
congregations are called to pay special attention to the responsibility of humanity 
for the Earth and for all that lives upon it. Its start and end dates reflect that it is a 
shared idea between Western and Eastern Christianity. 
 

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland adopted the concept in 2008. In 2016, 
Pope Francis declared 1st September an annual World Day of Prayer for the Care of 
Creation. 
 

While its adoption was in part driven by the complex environmental crises the 
human race faces, the Season of Creation draws on much deeper roots in Scripture 
and in older Christian traditions of the relationship between God, humanity and 
the created order. 
The timing of the Season of Creation means it is an excellent way of rooting 
traditional harvest festivals in wider issues and firm theological ground.’  from the 
Church of England website 
 
 



RIPON CATHEDRAL ENVIRONMENT POLICY ADOPTED, JUNE 2026 
Everyone who is aware of the changing climate and the impact this is having on 
the natural world and on mankind which is part of it, will be interested to read the 
Cathedral Environment policy. It is an ambitious document which will be available 
on the website to inspire us to fulfil the Fifth Mark of Mission - ‘To strive to 
safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.’  
 

Environmental Policy   
Our Vision  
Growing God’s kingdom is the vision and strategy of the Chapter of Ripon Cathedral. 
Jesus’ own teaching and ministry show that the kingdom was central to his mission, as 

does his instruction to pray for its coming on earth as in heaven.  It is clear that this 

includes promoting fullness of life for all people. As Jesus said, according to St. John, ‘I 

came that they may have life, and have it in its fullness’. This is the Chapter’s first 

motivation in agreeing this policy.  
 

Chapter is committed to striving to safeguard the integrity of creation:  it strives to be 
sustainable across all areas of its mission. Living responsibly and within its resources as 
part of God’s world and promoting a Christian perspective on the care of God’s 
creation and environment.  
 

Our Commitments 
In response to the environmental crisis and in line with the Church of England’s goal 
to reach Net Zero Carbon by 2030, we commit to take all reasonable steps to: 
1. Offer worship and witness that reflect God’s love for creation and encourage 

stewardship across our community. 

2. Reduce our environmental footprint through responsible management of our 

buildings, energy, and resources. 

3. Protect and enhance biodiversity in those parts of our churchyard and 

gardens over which we have control. 

4. Engage our congregation and visitors in practical action for climate and 

ecological justice. 

5. Work in partnership with the CofE Net-zero programme, the Diocese of Leeds, 

A Rocha UK, and local groups to share learning and support wider 

environmental goals. 

6. Comply with all relevant environmental legislation, regulations and approved 

codes of practice. 

7. Consider environmental factors during planning and implementation of 

decisions and projects 

Our Priorities 
● Energy and Carbon: to implement and annually review a Net Zero Action Plan, 

measuring and reporting our energy use and carbon emissions. 

● Land and Nature: promote wildlife and beauty, and maintain spaces for 

reflection and biodiversity the cathedral grounds wherever possible, working in 



partnership with NYC and City of Ripon to manage the landscape for which we 

have shared responsibility 
● Waste and Resources: to minimise waste, seek to avoid single-use plastics, and 

prioritise environmentally responsible purchasing. 
● Community and Global Action: to promote ethical finance, fair trade, and 

campaigns addressing climate injustice. 
● Education and Engagement: to integrate creation care into worship, teaching, 

and music, encouraging sustainable living among all who visit or worship at the 

Cathedral. 

● Providing training for our staff and volunteers so that we all work in 

accordance with this policy and within an environmentally aware culture. 

● Heritage Property:  to sustain our heritage property and estate, defined by 

Chapter’s adopted Conservation Management Plan 

Date Approved by Chapter: June 2026 Date of Next Review: June 2029  
 
 
 
 

FRIENDS OF RIPON CATHEDRAL 

LECTURES 
Sunday 20th September 2.00pm Holy Trinity Church, Kirkby Road, Ripon HG4 2EY 
Dr Jane Crease ‘A stitch in time – painting with the needle’ The few survivors (of which 
the Bayeux Tapestry is one) show the technical and artistic heights embroidery can 
reach 
 

Thursday 24th September 7.30pm Ripon Cathedral – Professor Joyce Hill - In Memory 
of Wifrid ‘The Architectural Antecedents of Wilfrid’s Basilica and Crypt’ 
 

Thursday 1st October 7.30pm Ripon Cathedral – Professor Joyce Hill – In Memory of 
Wilfrid ‘The Dates of Wilfrid’s Commemorations’ 
 

 

 



C3: CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
Ripon Cathedral is committed to supporting our 
community through partnerships with local charities.  
Contact  C3@riponcathedral.org.uk or 01765  
603462 
 

 

mailto:C3@riponcathedral.org.uk


Continuing to Celebrate the TENTH Birthday of C3! 
C3 was founded in Autumn 2016:  
The aim was to demonstrate Ripon Cathedral’s commitment to 
building God’s Kingdom in the local community through practical 

action and prayer.  Last month we shared some highlights from the first two years of 
C3.  This month we will focus on our next two years and how our work was beginning 
to attract some attention! 
 

A  Few Highlights of 2022 as C3, along with the nation, resumed life after COVID.  

We kicked off the year with a party for local refugees and helped with a 

Thanksgiving Service in the Cathedral to celebrate the work of local schools’ work in 

becoming Schools of Sanctuary.  

• In response to the sudden rise in fuel costs, C3 published a leaflet called ‘A Warm 

Welcome in Ripon’ which identified local free/ or inexpensive places and where 

people could go to find a warm place and support during the winter months. This 

went to every household in Ripon inside a local free newsletter. 

• The month of June was busy with the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations and a 

fundraising concert by the Black Dyke Band to celebrate the 5th anniversary of C3.  

Special thanks to Phil and Wendy Wilby for their support in enabling this wonderful 

event to happen. Funds raised were given to our partners. 

• We welcomed a new partnership with HELP (Harrogate and District Easier Living 

Project) which supports housebound people in the district.  Another partner, 

Christian Aid, held an amazing exhibit on Climate Justice in the Cathedral together 

with organising local meetings to discuss the issue.  

• Members of the Cathedral Flower Guild made beautiful Xmas wreaths for The 

Walled Garden to sell. 

And a few Highlights of 2023 as we added New Partners and found new 
opportunities. 

• Our new partnership with the YMCA flourished beginning with their donations of 

Emergency Packs (sleeping bag, socks, gloves etc) to be made available on demand 

at the Cathedral and followed by a fundraiser Sleepeasy all-night sleepout at which 

Canon Matthew slept out rough and raised £2000 ! 

• C3 members helped at fund raisers for both the Walled Garden and Dementia 

Forward.  

• We worked with one of our C3 partners, the Walled Garden, to organise a tea party 

and to thank another C3 partner - the volunteer drivers of the Harrogate Easy 

Living Project (HELP). 

• Our very own Head Verger, Charlie Brown, shared his amazing talents in filming 

and produced a video entitled Ripon: a City of Angels which was funded by Ripon 

Cathedral and Harrogate Borough Council, and focused on the amazing work of 

our partner charities during the Covid crisis.  



But for the work of C3 to continue and to flourish, WE NEED YOUR HELP.  We need 

more volunteers who would be willing to be on our organising committee, more 

volunteers who would be willing to help on an occasional basis with one of our 

activities or on a more regular basis with one of our partners.  Please consider how 

you might like to become involved. For more information please contact us by email 

at c3@riponcathedral.org.uk 
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Who is Ripon's unsung hero?  

 Every day, local people give their time, energy and enthusiasm to make 
Ripon a better place. The St Wilfrid's Stars Awards are your opportunity 
to recognise those individuals, groups, businesses and organisations 
whose efforts deserve to be celebrated. Nominations are now open for St 
Wilfrid’s Stars Awards 2026. Organised by Ripon Together, the awards 
celebrate local volunteers, community champions, young people, sports 
clubs, businesses, environmental projects and many others whose efforts 
often go unnoticed. Nominations are now open and everyone is invited to 
take part. If someone deserves a thank you for their contribution to city 
life, why not nominate them? All nominees will be invited to a special 
celebration event at Ripon Cathedral in October. For details and 
nomination forms, visit the Ripon Together 
website. https://www.ripontogether.com/st-wilfrids-stars/ 
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CATHEDRAL GIFT SHOP 
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-4. Tel: 01765 601347 

 

Christmas cards now 
available from the 
Cathedral Shop. 

Pack of ten cards for 
£7.00 

 

 

 

SERVICE TIMES 
Sundays 
8.00am Eucharist   9.30am Morning Prayer (said) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 

Weekdays 
8.30am   Morning Prayer 
9.00am   Eucharist Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
10.00am  Eucharist Wednesday followed by coffee and mingle 
12 noon  Eucharist Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 
5.30pm  Evensong (or said Evening Prayer)   
 

The Magdalen Fellowship Healing • Prayer • Meditation • Community 
A welcoming ecumenical group rooted in Ripon Cathedral’s tradition of prayer and 
contemplation.  Every Monday, 10:30am | St John’s Church, Sharow 

First Mondays: Eucharist, laying on of hands & anointing for healing 

All are welcome.  📞  07449 835503 📧  MagdalenFellowship@outlook.com 
 

Thursdays (most Thursdays – see the monthly events schedule) 1.00pm Lunchtime 
Concert in the Quire (free). 

Further Information 

For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 
Email:  cathedraladmin@riponcathedral.org.uk 
Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 
Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 
Cathedral E newsletter  If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, 
please email Michele Gee michelegee@riponcathedral.org.uk 

mailto:cathedraladmin@riponcathedral.org.uk
http://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/
mailto:michelegee@riponcathedral.org.uk

