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A NOTE FROM THE DEAN 
 

God continues to call us forward 
 

New deacons, new priests, a cathedral curate - and 
the rest of us 
 

‘Do you believe God is calling you to this ministry?’ asked Bishop Anna of the five 
deacons presented to her for ordination as priests in Ripon Cathedral recently. And 
they each answered boldly, without a moment’s hesitation, ‘I do so believe.’  
 

Here was living proof, if we 
needed it, that God is very much 
present and active in his Church, 
calling people to serve him in 
ways that further his kingdom 
and help them to become their 
best, fully alive selves. And this 
has been repeated all over the 
Church of England in the days 
around the Feast of St. Peter 
(29th June). In this diocese alone, 
we have seen nine faithful 
people made deacons, and 13 
deacons ordained priests. There 
have been hundreds of people 

ordained up and down the country, and all will have shown the same confidence and 
lack of hesitation seen with our five new priests at Ripon. This is a confidence that 
results from years, in some cases many years, of prayerful discerning and exploration. I 
had conversations about the possibility of ordination over thirty years ago with one of 
the new Ripon priests. God can be patient, and persistent.  
 

Anna Boyce, our very own cathedral curate was among the new Ripon priests. For the 
past year she has been with us as a deacon; being trained by Canon Michael, she has 
revealed to us all her expert pastoral skills. We rejoiced with her at the ordination 
service, and again the following morning as she presided at the Patronal Eucharist - 
quite a tall order for a first communion! The cake and sparkling wine that followed 
helped us to sustain the celebrations and was a further reminder that we all have our 
part to play in the life of Christ’s Church.  
 

We often reflect on the fact that St Paul, on more than one occasion, likened the 
Church to a body – the Body of Christ. All baptised people are a part of it – members 
with a particular calling, each essential to the healthy life and work of the whole.  
 

In fact, during the ordination service, the bishop said this,  
 



‘The Church is the Body of Christ, the people of God and the dwelling place of the 
Holy Spirit. In baptism, the whole Church is summoned to witness to God’s love and 
to work for the coming of his kingdom.’  
 

As we continue to congratulate and pray for Anna, and all those ordained at 
Petertide, let those of us who are baptised members of Christ Church be open to his 
continued calling of us and the possibility that he might just surprise us by leading us 
to a role that is beyond our wildest dream.  
 

St. Teresa of Avila, a sixteenth century Carmelite mystic, famously expressed in a 
striking way just how essential our contribution can be, 
 

Christ has no body but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
Compassion on this world, 
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 
Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 
Christ has no body now but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
compassion on this world. 
Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 
 

Season of Stewardship – thank you!  
 

Our recent Season of Stewardship relates directly to our belief that Christ calls all 
baptised people in some way to help his Church be his active, living body of service 
and mission. So it was that we acknowledged how it would be impossible for the 
cathedral to further Christ’s mission without the generous offering of money, time 
and talents on the part of many people. We encouraged each other to consider how 
we are contributing, to reflect prayerfully on that, and to make a new or renewed 
commitment.  
 

I am grateful to Canon Wendy and Canon Andrew Kitchingman for organising this 
initiative for us, and to everyone who did reflect and who did respond. I am extremely 
grateful to those who continue to make the same faithful contribution as before. I am 
grateful to those who have made a commitment for the first time or who have 
increased their contribution of money or time in some way. You all make an 
invaluable difference as we seek to grow God’s kingdom.  
 

Growing God’s Kingdom – what is Christ now calling us to be and to do? - 
a questionnaire 
 

I explained in my Note in the May – June Cathedral Newsletter that our mission at 
Ripon Cathedral has been shaped and steered very fruitfully over the last decade by 
our vision strategy Growing God’s Kingdom. The strands of mission within it, and the 



priorities that flow from those, all reflect how we believe Christ has been calling us to 
serve his will and continue his work over this period.  
 

We are now seeking to reflect on the progress made and present opportunities as we 
look forward to the next five to ten years in the long history of Ripon Cathedral. The 
fundamental question remains the same, what is Christ calling us to be and to do in 
and through this place, now and in the next few years to come. The answer to this 
requires a good deal of prayer and conversation - please, do pray for this process.  
 

Discerning the answer also includes much listening to as many people as possible who 
value Ripon Cathedral, what it stands for, and what it does. We seek to do this, in 
part, by means of a widely distributed questionnaire. 
 

Please follow the link or QR code 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/t/1P2148/   
Hard copies are available from the cathedral.  
 

Please, can I encourage you to complete it – it only takes about 5 to ten minutes. We 
are very keen to benefit from your insight and reflections.  
 

The Launch of our 2025-2026 Annual Review - Saturday, 19th September 
10am – 12noon.  
 

Each year, we publish an annual review, full of facts and attractive photos which give 
an insight into how we have moved forward with Growing God’s Kingdom over the 
previous 12 months. We do this in the cathedral on a Saturday morning to enable 
people to hear presentations and to have the opportunity to put questions to Chapter 
members. This is always very valuable for the Chapter and, I hope, for those who 
attend.  
 

May I encourage you to be with us for this year’s launch, on 19th September, if 
possible. As well as reflecting on the previous twelve months, we will also have some 
clear early messages from the questionnaire. I would very much like to take the 
opportunity to use the morning also to explore some of the emerging themes – as 
well as enjoying coffee and cake together. Please, do put this event in your diary.  
 
Ripon Cathedral Prayer 
 

Please, do also say frequently our cathedral prayer as we seek to discern Christ’s 
calling of us through listening to each other and to many more people across the 
diocese and region, as well as to scripture and the prompting of the Holy Spirit in our 
worship.  
 

Creator God, you reveal your love for us in Jesus 
and sustain us by your Holy Spirit, 

by your grace, open our eyes to your presence and our ears to your call, 
that united with our patrons St. Peter and St. Wilfrid 

and in the whole community of Ripon Cathedral 
we may serve your will and see your kingdom grow in this City and Diocese, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/t/1P2148/


 

Ripon Cathedral Rural Housing Conference - the crucial need to work 
together  
 

There are different strands to Growing God’s Kingdom. Information about these is 
readily available www.riponcathedral.org.uk  
 

Some of these would apply equally to our sister cathedrals at Bradford and Wakefield, 
and indeed to all cathedrals nationally. We are all seeking to be growing, vibrant 
churches in which high quality liturgy and music are offered in worship, we are all 
welcoming visitors and sharing our heritage.  
 

Other strands of our mission, however, stem from our context, within both the city 
and this vast, beautiful (though often challenged) rural region. One of the great Ripon 
developments of the last decade has been our engagement with rural communities 
and rural issues, not least through the Ripon Cathedral Rural Forum. The Ripon 
Cathedral Rural Ministry Forum and the Ripon Cathedral Rural Housing Forum have 
stemmed from this, and it is the latter which prompted the recent Ripon Cathedral 
Rural Housing Conference, held in the Nave on Friday, 12th June.  
 

 “They cannot stay and they cannot live in the place they call home… this is 
fundamentally wrong.” The press picked up on this early contribution to this 
regional conference. This was said by the York and North Yorkshire Mayor, David 
Skaith. He was talking about the lack of affordable and social housing across the 
region and how this impacts upon the lives of so many young people, often forced to 
move away to more urban areas. 
 

I’m grateful to all who 
worked hard to make the 
conference possible – not 
least my PA Judith Bustard, 
Dennis Tarter (who did a 
phenomenal amount), and 
Sarah Bailey. We organised 
and hosted it because the 
lack of provision of 
appropriate housing is a real 
crisis in rural areas, and that 
certainly includes the rural 
parts of North Yorkshire. 
Responding to this is what I would regard as ‘the business of the kingdom’. How can 
we pray sincerely for God’s kingdom to come if we do not seek to do something to 
make it more of a present, experienced reality. The Mayor of York and North Yorkshire 
Combined Authority is right about the challenge that the lack of affordable and social 
housing presents for young people, but it is also a real problem for older people, 
families and communities. 
 

http://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/


The encouraging thing about the event was that it showed a willingness on the part 
of a broad cross-section of people and organisations to work together to provide 
homes that could transform lives and strengthen community at local and regional 
levels. In some of our more rural areas it is the need for only five or six houses that is 
spoiling lives and challenging the sustainability of village communities.  
 

The point was also made very eloquently within the conference that the task was not 
just to build houses but to provide quality homes that enhance their setting and help 
people to flourish. Patrick James, of Landscape Agency, gave examples of successful 
‘placemaking’ including Poundbury, His Majesty The King’s initiative on the edge of 
Dorchester in Dorset. 
The value of coming together in partnership and common purpose was emphasised 
by the opening remarks of the Lord Lieutenant of North Yorkshire, Mrs Johanna 
Ropner. The Lord Lieutenant herself does much to unite people across the region in 
responding to need and being proactive for good. 
 

I am convinced that a willingness to work together in partnership makes all the 
difference.  
 

My hope is that the inspiring contributions to the conference of national experts such 
as Lord Richard Best OBE, and many organisations working across this region in the 
public, private and voluntary sectors, will enable obstacles to be overcome and 
challenges to be met.  
 

We also celebrated local cathedral partnerships in June when recognising the 
achievements of C3 – Cathedral Community Connections - over the past 10 years. 
Eleven of our charitable partner organisations joined us for a Sunday morning service 
when we were able to thank God and them for all they do. They were able to share 
with the congregation examples of their life-changing work.   
 

Twilight in the Nave 
 

Coming together in celebration is important in the life of the cathedral. This is often 
in the form of worship and post-service receptions, but not always. Jesus likened the 
kingdom to a great banquet – music to my ears! And so, the annual banquet around 
the time of St. Wilfrid’s Day (12th October), when we do much to celebrate our great 
inheritance of faith and heritage, is a fabulous event which offers us the additional 
opportunity to invite friends and colleagues from across the region. Tickets are 
already on sale. Do, please, see the publicity.   
  
With my very best wishes and every blessing  
Dean John  
 
 
 
 
 
 







NEWS FROM THE WORSHP AND MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 
 

We are looking forward to welcoming many visiting choirs over the 
summer months whilst our own choir take their well earned summer 
break. Details of who are singing will appear on the Worship lists and 
publicised through our social media channels. 
 
Our Assistant Organist Alastair Stone, will be leaving us after three years 
here at the Cathedral. Alastair came to us from an Oxford college and 
has blossomed into an excellent organist and an integral part of the 
music team here in Ripon. He and his fiancée (very soon to be wife) 
Elspeth go with our best wishes and grateful thanks. Elspeth has been 
really helpful as a volunteer chorister supervisor joining the tour to 
Westminster Abbey in that capacity. 
 
Alastair is to be succeeded by George Balfour who will join us from a 
stint as Organ scholar at Christ Church Oxford. 
 
This is a time to reflect on all that has happened over the last year. Two 
BBC broadcasts and two concerts, a service with Carlton Main Frickley 
Colliery band have all been highlights, along with the usual round of 
services and celebrations. 
 
Please keep praying for music department as we get ready to return in 
the new academic year 
 



SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP 
 

Update from Canon Wendy and Andrew Kitchingman 
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to prayerfully respond to the invitation to 
consider gifts of finance and of time and skills in relation to our Cathedral mission and 
ministry. On Sunday 28th June, during our Patronal Festal Eucharist, Dean John gave 
thanks for all that had been pledged and asked God’s blessing on our gifts that they 
might all be used to further the work of Growing God’s Kingdom. 
At the time of writing, we are still going through all of the responses and following up 
with individuals but we can share that the overall response looked like this: 
 
Gifts of Finance 
48 people returned pledges of financial giving. Amongst them 21 people were able 
to either increase their regular donation or to start making a new one. In total this 
represents £4,107.96 in regular donations. Once Gift Aid is added in this will mean 
an additional £4,929.55 to our Cathedral income for which we are extremely 
thankful. This falls short of the target we set ourselves to raise from congregational 
giving of £10,000 so whilst we rejoice in the gifts that have been offered, we 
continue to look at how we can raise those additional funds.  
 
However, we were immensely grateful to receive two one-off donations totalling 
£5,050.00 
 
Gifts of Time & Skills 
42 people returned pledges of gifting their time and skills representing 20 continuing 
roles and 12 people offered to explore taking on a new role. We are grateful for each 
person and all that they bring and will be continuing the conversation about 
volunteering in and through the Cathedral over the coming year. Please see advert on 
the next page for a team we are recruiting for volunteers over the summer and look 
out for other opportunities over the coming months 
 
What next? 
If you had been meaning to drop off a response to the Season of Stewardship you can 
still do so via the Cathedral Office and if you would like to talk to someone either 
about making a financial gift or to explore how you might gift your time please do be 
in touch with either of us.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Andrew Kitchingman, Stewardship Officer Revd Canon Wendy, Canon Pastor 
andrew@kitchingman.co.uk    canonwendy@riponcathedral.org.uk 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 









DAILY CHAPLAINCY AT RIPON CATHEDRAL 
 

Canon Wendy Wilby writes: 
 

I think it would be fair to say that there are just some roles in life from which you 
never properly retire! Thank goodness that applies to licensed church ministry, 
whether ordained or lay. Office-holding clergy reach compulsory retirement at 70 
(give or take a year). However, we have been blessed with many retired and some 
serving priests, as well as lay ministers in the Diocese of Leeds who have relished 
serving our many visitors for a few hours each month in a vital pastoral and listening 
role - something which, naturally, is at the very heart of ministry. This certainly 
enabled our Cathedral’s Daily Chaplaincy to come into existence in 2016 , and these 
people have kept it going 10 years later! 
 

Regretfully, people do move on though, and we are having to say ‘au revoir’ to two 
extremely faithful ministers who have served for many years. On Tuesday June 23, the 
Revd. Christopher Cornwell, a priest with huge experience, and David Houghton, a lay 
minister, who has travelled up regularly from Leeds, both put their cassocks on for the 
last time as Daily Chaplains, clocking up a mighty 18 years between them. We are 
enormously grateful to them. Dean John came along to thank them and present them 
each with a token of our appreciation. 
 

But we really do need more chaplains! If you hold the Bishop’s PtO or Licence and can 
offer a few hours each month to serve in our wonderful cathedral, please contact 
Canon Wendy Wilby, the Chaplaincy Coordinator,  on 07720141548 or 
wilbywindmill@gmail.com for more information and a chat. 
 
 

mailto:wilbywindmill@gmail.com




 





GROWING GREENER – RIPON CATHEDRAL 
ENVIRONMENT NEWS 

 
Count On Nature & Growing Things by Loretta Williams at Ripon Cathedral 

 

‘Daisies are our silver, 
Buttercups our gold, 
These are all the treasures 
We can have or hold’…  
 
These are the words of a hymn sung at my junior school – I can’t 
remember any more of the verses but I was pleased that this verse 
came to mind when I stood by the two grass patches near the 

North Door of the Cathedral. As I write, they are still unmown, perhaps from ‘No Mow 
May’ and I hope they will still be unmown when you read this!  
 

I’ve looked at these two areas quite closely and, apart from the flowers in bloom 
inviting pollinators, there are at least a dozen species of wild flowers and grasses 
growing well. I hope that I can identify more – if the mower doesn’t get there first! 
 

It reminds me of two things. First the power of growth. Even on the sunless North 
side, the daisies and buttercups shine really brightly and show up well against the 
grey stone. Secondly, there is beauty in the simplest plant and multiply that beauty by 
all that is still to show its beauty as well as the mosses and liverworts and it is another 
opportunity to offer our thanks for all God’s creation and a reminder of our 
responsibility to care for all plants, to resist the mower and rejoice in the gold and 
silver there for us to enjoy. 
 

 Sorting through my seed box, I found a sweet pea pod in a tube marked ‘2016 
brilliant scarlet and very fragrant’. So, I planted some seeds (10 years old) and have 
four plants. I shall report next time and see if my comment is still accurate. I know 10 
years is but a blink of an eye in the plant world – think of the poppies in the WWI 
trenches and the seeds from archaeological digs? Nothing defeats a plant! 
 

On Hellwath Reserve in Ripon, there is one spindle tree. It has very hard wood – used 
for spindles before the spinning wheel. Ten years ago, I planted some seeds (it has 
bright pink and yellow fruits) and I have a bush flowering well for the first time. So, 
there will be plenty of seeds to grow to add to the single one on Hellwath. Have you 
grown anything from seed yet? 
 

Thinking of the power of growth, I have two yellow mullein plants growing in a crack 
between two stones. Both plants are a metre high – a tall flowering spike once used 
dipped in wax as a long-lasting candle and also the food plant of the yellow mullein 
moth caterpillar. There is plenty of evidence of the larvae’s presence! This plant was 
also called ‘flannel wort’ from its soft grey leaves.  
An evening primrose, fragrant all night to attract moths, is also growing from another 
tiny crack in the path. The power of growth again. Thanks be to God. 



Churches Count on Nature Report – Sunday 7th June 8.30 – 10.30am 
 

It was a mild, sunny morning after heavy rain the day before. Francis 
Cole and Judith Hooper led the identifying and Bill and Ros Swaney 
took notes based on the nature count in 2025. Two weeks later, the 
grass was cut short, so we were just in time!   There are a pleasing 
number of different species of wildflowers and grasses. There were less 
birds than last year and no mammals were spotted.  A report will be 
sent to the Growth Committee and the C.O.O.   Several neighbours 
said how much they appreciated the large green space around 
the Cathedral and how accessible it is to everyone. 
 

‘THE PEOPLE’S EMERGENCY BRIEFING’- a film about the climate and nature crises 
“The Church of England has a clear role in caring for God’s creation and taking 
prophetic action.  With a Christian presence in every community in England, I strongly 
encourage our churches, chaplaincies and schools to host screenings of this timely 
and important film.” 
Rt Rev Graham Usher, Bishop of Norwich 

This interesting and informative film is hosted by Chris Packham who discusses the 
scientists’ views and conclusions with ordinary people, like you and me. It’s not all 
gloom – there are solutions too!  It is hoped to show the film on national TV, followed 
by a discussion with policy makers and politicians.   Until that happens, the only way 
to see the film is to find a screening on the website https://www.nebriefing.org/the-film    
 

To help you, there are showings coming up nearby - 
Wednesday 8/7/26 – 7pm at Zion United Reformed Church, Northallerton DL7 
8JZ 
Saturday 18/7/26 – 10am at The Palace Cinema, Malton YO17 7HW 
Thursday 6/8/26 – 7pm at Leyburn Arts & Community Centre DL8 5DL  
and many more showings can be found on the website. 
Please try to see this important film and discuss the questions raised with friends 
and family. 
 

RIPON CATHEDRAL RURAL MINISTRY FORUM – Sustainable Farming  
About 40 ministry and lay ministers met in the Cathedral Library on Wednesday June 
3rd for a fascinating meeting about Sustainable Farming, Eco Church and Net Zero 
Carbon, organised by Canon Matthew.   The main speaker was Dr Vincent Walsh who 
is a leading UK regenerative design expert, farmer and entrepreneur. His fascinating 
talk included slides about Ings Farm, his 92-acre farm project near Blubberhouses. 
https://www.drvincentwalsh.com/portfolio-1/urban-forest-garden-kjpxp 
 

After lunch, the participants had a choice of three workshops led by  
1. Jo Chamberlain – ‘How to talk about climate change and the nature and 
biodiversity crisis’ 
2. Revd Doug Rice-Bowen – Holy Trinity Skipton Project Zero 26 – ‘Moving from gas to 
electric carbon neutral heating’ 

https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/churches-urged-to-screen-briefing-on-risks-to-national-security-from-ecological-breakdown/
https://www.nebriefing.org/the-film
https://www.drvincentwalsh.com/portfolio-1/urban-forest-garden-kjpxp


3. Peter Edwards and Diana Lindford from St Marys Embsay – ‘Our Gold Eco Church 
Journey” 
 

It was a very positive meeting and the chance to discuss the challenges of climate 
change and caring for God’s creation was greatly appreciated by all. 
 

REDUCING ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION AND COST – the journey to NZC 2030 
A new green electricity contract started in April and shows a health saving of over 
£19k on the previous year’s contract.  The facilities manager, Ian Pollitt, working with 
Charlie Brown, is monitoring how reduced lighting over the summer could save 
electricity and reduce costs. Using technology to help use lighting efficiently is part of 
the Cathedral journey to get to Net Zero Carbon. The Cathedral can be an example to 
the congregation and the wider community. 

 

The LOWER URE CONSERVATION TRUST was 
welcomed as the newest member of C3 at the 
Volunteering Service on Sunday June 14th.  
This special service celebrated 10 years of C3 

(Cathedral Community Connections).  Simon Warwick, founder of the LUCT and 
Nosterfield Nature Reserve, who attended the service with his wife Jill, said that he 
was delighted that the LUCT was the Cathedral environment partner.  
 

The actions and changes done by churches to become more 

sustainable can be read every month if you subscribe to 

The Environment Bulletin. Keep up to date! 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-

change/sign-our-environment-newsletter 

 
ENJOYING AN ALLOTMENT – by Steve and Mary Kerys, Ripon Cathedral 
Allotments in the UK can be traced back to Anglo-Saxon open-field systems where 
villagers worked strips of communal land. From humble beginnings allotments are 
now seeing a surge in popularity, driven by a desire for organic, sustainable food and 
improved mental well-being. There are approximately 330,000 allotments in the UK 
with around 90,000 people on waiting lists. The average wait time is about a year.  
 
In Ripon, there are 6 allotment sites and about 300 plots. More than 50 people are  
on waiting lists and demand is high. Why are allotments so popular? Why do people 
bother digging and planting, weeding and watering? There are many studies into the 
benefits of running an allotment with results including; 
 

• Health & Well-being: Digging, weeding and planting provide exercise, while fresh 
air and sunlight help boost Vitamin D levels and lower stress. Spending time 
outdoors is deeply therapeutic and helps reduce loneliness. 

• Fresh Food: access to organic, nutrient-dense fruit and vegetables, while 
significantly reducing carbon footprint by cutting down on "food miles" and plastic 
packaging. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/sign-our-environment-newsletter
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/sign-our-environment-newsletter
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/allotment-info/brief-history-of-allotments/


• Community Connection: Allotments offer a welcoming space to make friends, 
share gardening tips and share surplus produce. 

• Environmental Impact: Allotments act as "green lungs" in urban areas, creating 
rich habitats for bees, butterflies, and other wildlife. 

 

We have a plot on Fishergreen site.  We do a bit of 
digging, a little weeding and a lot of talking with 
neighbours. There’s a lovely community of folks from 
all walks of life with a shared interest in growing 
good food and enjoying the beautiful outdoors.   
 

This year we have sown and grown lots of produce 
and we’re just beginning to harvest the early crops, 
let’s see if we can get there before the rabbits, mice 
and birds.  
 

But we don’t need an allotment to improve our health & well-being, grow fresh food, 
develop community connections and make a positive environmental impact.  We can 
do this in the smallest of patches or a few pots.  
 

So why not grow a few lettuces or tomatoes or plant a fruit tree or grow some micro 
greens? Maybe join the waiting list for an allotment plot or join with others in forming 
a community plot? Or pop down to Fishergreen and join us for a cup of tea, pick a 
few raspberries and watch the world go by; fresh food, fresh air, improved health & 
well-being, community connections and a positive environmental impact.  
 If you would like to know more or would like some help starting an amazing, 
beneficial journey let us know. 

 
CATHEDRAL GIFT SHOP 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-4. Tel: 01765 601347  

The Cathedral shop has Lectionaries for 2027, and the first of our 
calendars has arrived now also.  More to follow! 



C3: CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
Ripon Cathedral is committed to supporting our 
community through partnerships with local charities.  
Contact  C3@riponcathedral.org.uk or 01765  
603462 

 

mailto:C3@riponcathedral.org.uk


Have you wondered about the new wooden characters and flowers that 

have suddenly appeared around Ripon?  Jennyruth Workshops were 

able to fill us in: 
The project originated via a collaboration between Ripon in Bloom and The Ripon 
Community Poppy Project. Stuart Martin (from the Poppy Project) then reached out to 
Jennyruth Workshops regarding making the figures, plus wellington boots and flowers. 
The Poppy Project & Ripon in Bloom decided on where everything was going to be 
placed around Ripon.  A fantastic community project that has brightened the street of 
Ripon. Many thanks to the workers at Jennyruth Workshops!  Why not visit the 
Workshops yourself and see the workers at work. For more information go to   
https://www.jennyruth.co.uk 

  
====================================================== 

August is a great month to visit our newest partner – Lower Ure 

Conservation Trust has two properties: Nosterfield Nature Reserve and 
Nosterfield Quarry To visit contact:  amy.horton@luct.org.uk 
 
 

FOOD BANK - School holidays coming soon ! 
Please keep bringing your donations to the Food Bank – they are very much needed in 
these high cost of living times, and are given by the Salvation Army to many needy 
families.  Items which you could bring: 
Meals in tins, such as stew, pies, hot dogs and meatballs. 
Tinned cooked meat – Spam, corned beef and ham 
Tinned vegetables – carrots, peas and beans and potatoes 
Tinned fruit, rice pudding, custard and UHT milk 
Sugar, jam, marmalade, breakfast cereals and biscuits 
Pasta and pasta sauces, noodles and rice 
Hygiene items: deodorant, shower gel, pads, Washing powder / liquid 

 

Recently a man called at the Salvation Army and made a cash donation and 
asked that it was just used for the Food Bank.  He now had a job and wanted to 
say thank you for all the help which the Food Bank had given him during the 
time when he was unemployed."   Your donations really matter ! 

mailto:amy.horton@luct.org.uk


Continuing to Celebrate the TENTH Birthday of C3! 
C3 was founded in Autumn 2016:  
The aim was to demonstrate Ripon Cathedral’s commitment to 
building God’s Kingdom in the local community through practical 
action and prayer.  Last month we shared some highlights from the 
first two years of C3.  This month we will focus on our next two 
years and how our work was beginning to attract some attention! 

Highlights of 2020 

In late March 2020 the Prime Minister announced the first nationwide Covid 
lockdown. Similar lockdowns were to follow later in the year and into early 2021.  It 
had a huge impact on many of our partners, particularly those who provided 
education and employment for vulnerable people. Jennyruth Workshops managed by 
sending kits of work home with their workers.  The Walled Garden focused on outdoor 
work that could be done safely.   HADCA focused on getting information out into the 
community about Covid and those community support organisations that were 
providing information and support. It was a very difficult time for people who 
suddenly were socially isolated and without work or training to go to. Food banks 
experienced a surge in demand due to lockdown and the cold weather, and C3 
helped to donate supplies to help them to re-stock to support those in need through 
the winter months ahead.   

By December vaccines were on their way and some charities were able to resume 
their work, however many of the people they served were vulnerable and so were 
advised to still stay at home.  C3’s work focused on signposting people to the services 
available and helping to supply food for the local foodbanks. 

Highlights of 2021 
 

• As the Covid restrictions were gradually lifted, our partners were able to 
resume activities, albeit with modifications. For example, the Walled Garden 
was able to open the garden and woodland walks, but the café remained 
closed for some time.   

• C3 focused on helping HADCA to circulate necessary information about 
vaccination centres and ways in which people could volunteer to help. 

But for the work of C3 to continue and to flourish, WE NEED YOUR HELP.  We 
need more volunteers who would be willing to be on our organising committee, 
more volunteers who would be willing to help on an occasional basis with one of 
our activities or on a more regular basis with one of our partners.  Please consider 
how you might like to become involved. For more information please contact us 
by email at c3@riponcathedral.org.uk 

mailto:c3@riponcathedral.org.uk


 

Who is Ripon's unsung hero?  

 Every day, local people give their time, energy and enthusiasm to 
make Ripon a better place. The St Wilfrid's Stars Awards are your 
opportunity to recognise those individuals, groups, businesses and 
organisations whose efforts deserve to be celebrated. Nominations 
are now open for St Wilfrid’s Stars Awards 2026. Organised by Ripon 
Together, the awards celebrate local volunteers, community 
champions, young people, sports clubs, businesses, environmental 
projects and many others whose efforts often go unnoticed. 
Nominations are now open and everyone is invited to take part. If 
someone deserves a thank you for their contribution to city life, why 
not nominate them? All nominees will be invited to a special 
celebration event at Ripon Cathedral in October. For details and 
nomination forms, visit the Ripon Together 
website. https://www.ripontogether.com/st-wilfrids-stars/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ripontogether.com/st-wilfrids-stars/






CATHEDRAL GIFT SHOP 
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-4. Tel: 01765 601347  

 

SERVICE TIMES 
Sundays 
8.00am Eucharist   9.30am Morning Prayer (said) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 

Weekdays 
8.30am   Morning Prayer 
9.00am   Eucharist Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
10.00am  Eucharist Wednesday followed by coffee and mingle 
12 noon  Eucharist Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 
5.30pm  Evensong (or said Evening Prayer)   
 

The Magdalen Fellowship Healing • Prayer • Meditation • Community 

A welcoming ecumenical group rooted in Ripon Cathedral’s tradition of prayer and 
contemplation. 

Every Monday, 10:30am | St John’s Church, Sharow 

First Mondays: Eucharist, laying on of hands & anointing for healing 

All are welcome.  📞  07449 835503 📧  MagdalenFellowship@outlook.com 

 
Thursdays (most Thursdays – see the monthly events schedule) 1.00pm Lunchtime 
Concert in the Quire (free). 

 

Further Information 

For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 

Email:  cathedraladmin@riponcathedral.org.uk 

Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 

Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 

Cathedral E newsletter 

If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michele Gee 
michelegee@riponcathedral.org.uk 

 

mailto:cathedraladmin@riponcathedral.org.uk
http://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/
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