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Friends of
Ripon Cathedral

..... here to support our Cathedral

Annual Report 2023

/ Notice of Annual General Meeting
The eighty third Annual General Meeting of the
Friends of Ripon Cathedral
will be held on

Wednesday 3rd July 2024 commencing at 7.30pm
Thorpe Prebend House, High St Agnesgate, Ripon

Guest Speaker
Honorary Canon Elaine Swinhoe

Mothers’ Union President for the
\ Diocese of Leeds /
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c/o The Cathedral Office,
Liberty Court House
Minster Road
Ripon, North Yorkshire
HG4 1QS

www.friendsofriponcathedral.org.uk

Issued June 2024

Compiled by Jocelyn Brooks with thanks to the contributors, particularly those
who have allowed reference to, or extracts from, other works to be included in
this report.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information,
but no responsibility can be accepted. Opinions expressed are those

of the contributors and not necessarily of the Council or the Friends.

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)

The Friends of Ripon Cathedral holds on computer file the names and
addresses of members. This information is used solely to print address
labels to mail the annual report, newsletters and other information and
for membership records. We also hold email addresses for those
members who have given us their consent to communicate by this
method.

Under the GPDR, any member may object to their name being kept on
computer file.

Objections should be sent to the Honorary Membership Secretary on
membership @friendsofriponcathedral.org.uk
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Letter from the Chairman

==a Steady as we go ...

That phrase might be a suitable one for 2023
= ,, after all the celebrations in 2022 but one that in
_= ho way belittles the activities of the Friends and
- indeed the Cathedral during 2023 as the Dean
iindicates in his message. In his words “ the
Cathedral continues to flourish “ and it has been
good that we are able to continue to provide financial support for
a variety of purposes.

The Friends, in keeping with our objects, have arranged a much
appreciated series of events with the programme for 2024
getting off to a good start.

Of course none of this would possible without the loyal support
of our members and the behind scenes work of my colleagues
on the Friends’ Council.

As your Chairman | meet regularly with Dean John to ensure the
support we provide is in keeping with Chapter's strategic
priorities and makes a real difference.

| look forward to a further successful year for the Friends in
2024 in our 9th decade.

With my very best wishes

i
Philip Arundel



A Message from the Dean

The Very Revd John Dobson DL
Dean of Ripon

It is always a pleasure to send this annual
message to the Friends of Ripon Cathedral. |
do so with the gratitude of the whole Chapter
for the support of the Friends.

The cathedral continues to flourish, with increased numbers of
worshippers, visitors, pilgrims, concert goers and viewers of
exhibitions. It was encouraging that 2024 also started with two
record months for visitor numbers. The choir, in particular, is
continuing to enjoy a remarkable renaissance. Large numbers
of choristers, 27 boys and 33 girls - plus older teenagers who
serve as choral scholars, are producing music of outstanding
quality. This enhances our worship and cheers our spirits — all
helped by the Friends undertaking to provide the cost of new
sheet music over five years. Needless to say, choristers are
looking forward to the choir tour to Dr Krippner’s native Bavaria
in July.

Fruitful working with local charities is also an area of
development. Much of this is through C3 (Cathedral Community
Connections) and the Ripon Together CIC partnership, which |
am privileged to chair. The whole of North Yorkshire benefits
from the way in which we bring together s

over 30 significant regional organisations *
through the Ripon Cathedral Rural Forum.
Our Education Department is another area
which continues to engage with larger
numbers, attracting more school visits
year on year, rising to over 1,000 last
year.
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Ripon Cathedral Renewed
has been much in the news .
recently, prompted by some
determined opposition from a =
number of people within the
city. This is despite our far
reaching and imaginative
plans having the approval of many supporters, including three
significant regulators: the cathedral’s independent planning
committee — The Fabric Advisory Committee; the most senior
body responsible of the care of cathedrals nationally — The
Cathedrals Fabric Commission for England; and the body
responsible for the care of heritage buildings and their settings —
Historic England. | am grateful to the very many people in the
diocese and region who have expressed their support.

o T l\'.n)."‘lil'l%_ﬂf.”
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The Friends of Ripon Cathedral have a long record of
expressing support through financial gifts. Continued support for
our autumn lectures in 2023 was much appreciated, not least by
all who heard Canon Professor Joyce Hill bring to life the
journeys and monastic world of Wilfrid. The Chapter and | are
grateful for this, and for the Friends funding part of the cost of
investigating the introduction of solar panels on the cathedral,
part of our Carbon Net Zero planning.

| extend to Philip Arundel, your chair, all members of your
council, and all Friends every good wish for the forthcoming
year.

With my very best wishes

Doan Joln

The Very Revd John Dobson DL
Dean of Ripon



The Coronation of King Charles Il
and Queen Camilla

Saturday 6th May 2023

Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness,
bless our Sovereign Lord, King Charles,

and all who are in authority under him:

that they may order things

in wisdom and equity, righteousness and peace,
to the honour of your name,

and the good of your church and people;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

(Taken from the Commemorative Service at Ripon Cathedral for the County of North
Yorkshire to mark the Coronation of His Majesty the King, Sunday 7th May 2023)
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Lectures and Events Report 2023

January 15th 2023 The Very Revd John Dobson DL
Reaching out to the Rural Community

Dean John gave a fascinating talk explaining how
the Cathedral has become pivotal in the
response to rural issues.

He began by considering the vision and strategy,

from the inauguration of the new Diocese of

Leeds in 2014, following in 2015 by a

consultation process involving 1,000 people in

the rural community. In 2016 there was the
“ Jaunch of Growing God’s Kingdom, which was
interrupted due to Covid19 and re-launched in 2022 to continue
through to 2027.

\

The mission priorities of Growing God’s Kingdom in 2022 expanded
on the original ones in 2014 were, and still are: to grow the
Cathedral’s worshipping community; being a mother church of the
diocese and proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom to the region
to promote the spiritual and built heritage; to serve the diocesan
bishop in mission and finally, to engage with issues and needs of the
world; to respond to human need in loving partnership and to be
Carbon NetZero and striving to safeguard the integrity of creation.

In 2017, conversations took place regarding the responses of the
three cathedrals in very diverse areas of the diocese which
highlighted the need for a rural specialism for Ripon and in 2018 the
Ripon Cathedral Rural Forum was established. The objectives of the
Forum are to identify current rural issues and challenges and consider
possible solutions; to promote key messages going forward; to
approve the Cathedral to ‘champion’ the identified issues and
messages and to establish a working group to facilitate the promotion
of the messages as agreed by Ripon Cathedral Rural Forum.
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The membership of the Forum came from over thirty regional
organisations involved in the life of the rural communities in North
Yorkshire.

Since 2018 full Forum discussions have taken place, the first entitled
No buses, no schools, no broadband. In 2019 there was a
consideration of Mapping Anxieties followed in 2020 by a
conversation covering Hill Farming and the North Yorkshire Rural
Commission. By 2021 it was time to consider the work of the North
Yorkshire Rural Commission Report and the effect that Devolution
would have on rural lives. Coming up to date in 2022, the topics for
discussion were Farming, Land Management and EIms.

In addition to the discussion group there were subjects that had been
put forward by members which were of such concern that it was felt
warranted full seminars. In 2019 the subject was Hill Farming; in
2020, the Effects of Covid; in 2021 Rural Mental Health and in 2022
Rural Housing.

Dean John gave clear examples throughout his talk bringing to life
the feelings, concerns and worries of the rural communities as well
as the enthusiasm and forward-looking attitudes of the
representatives of the communities.

—¥

Plough Sunda
g y Report by Jocelyn Brooks
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February 19th 2023 Revd Nicholas Mercer,
Rector of Bolton Abbey

A Life of Service

Revd Nicholas Mercer was educated at St Andrew's and
Oxford University. He was admitted as a solicitor in 1990
and subsequently commissioned into the Army Legal
Service 1991. He served in Northern Ireland, Bosnia
Herzegovina, Cyprus and Germany and was the
Command Legal Adviser for the HQ 1st (UK) Armoured
) Y Division during the Iraq War 2003. He was ordained 2011
“¢" and named Liberty Human Rights Lawyer of the Year
2011-2012. He was a trustee of Redress 2011-2022 and
has also been a member of Liberty Policy Council.
He has been Rector of Bolton Abbey, North Yorkshire since 2019.

The title to Nicholas Mercer’s talk was “Human Rights and British military
operations: the battle for accountability”, something which was and is
endlessly controversial. Successive Prime Ministers have vowed to scrap
the Human Rights Act and tackle what has been described as an
“industry of vexatious claims” against soldiers, although, as we found out,
the reality is somewhat different.

He looked at recent military operations, starting with Northern Ireland in
1971 where IRA suspects were interred under emergency legislation. As
a result, there were 93 allegations of ill-treatment mainly due to what
have been termed the “5 techniques” used by Security Forces. This
included wall standing, hooding, white noise, deprivation of sleep and
food. These techniques were found to be inhuman and degrading
treatment and contrary to Article 3 of the European Convention on
Human Rights (ECHR). The UK Government pledged in 1978 that none
of these techniques should be used in the future to aid interrogation.

He then looked at Op Flavius in 1988 when three IRA terrorists were shot
dead by the SAS whilst planning an attack on the changing of the guard
in Gibraltar. In 1995 the European Court of Human Rights decided that
the killing violated Article 2 of the ECHR.

In 1999 there was the NATO bombing of a TV station in Belgrade where
16 people were killed and the same number injured.

Some of the victims took action against NATO members who were also
signatories to the European Convention on Human Rights and the
pertinent question was whether the ECHR applied?

12




In the case of Bankovic, it was determined that the action did not come
within the provisions of the ECHR because the accused States did not
have jurisdiction over the territory within the meaning of Article 1 of the
Convention. However, the court also noted that the ECHR could apply
outside of the jurisdiction of a member states by exception including
situations of belligerent occupation.

Nicholas was the first military legal adviser to have to consider the
application of Human Rights on the battlefield in an International Armed
Conflict when he was deployed to Iraq as the Command Legal Adviser
to HQ 1st (UK) Armoured Division in 2003. Following Bankovic, he took
the view that the Convention would apply as the UK had jurisdiction over
the territory by virtue of being in belligerent occupation. In effect, the UK
exercised the powers normally exercised by the government of that
country. The Ministry of Defence took a different view and tried to close
down his legal advice on the ECHR. However, Nicholas was
subsequently vindicated by the High Court and the European Court of
Human Rights

As well as the legal argument about the application of the ECHR, there
were also tragic consequences that resulted from the disregard of
Human Rights in Iraq. Not only were prisoners of war subjected to the
“5 techniques” that were banned in 1978, but an Iraqi civilian called
Baha Mousa was beaten to death in a UK detention facility. Had their
Human Rights been respected, then none of this would have happened.
Once again, the UK Government was found to have violated the
European Convention on Human Rights. Worse was to come when the
International Criminal Court’s Final Report into the “Situation in Irag”
listed a large number of war crimes committed in Irag by UK armed
forces from 2003-2009.

Lastly, Nicholas looked at the Bill of Rights Bill of 2023 which intended
to reform the law on a range of human rights issues.

At the end of his lecture, Nicholas quoted Bishop Kallistos Ware who
said, “The only secure basis for a doctrine of human liberty and human
dignity is the belief that each man is made in God’s image”.

Finally, Nicolas Mercer offered to answer questions of which there were
many .

13




March 19th 2023 Revd Roger Quick, Chaplain at St
George’s Crypt

Helping the Homeless

Roger Quick was born in London and raised in
’ | Yorkshire. He trained from the age of thirteen as
a Junior Exhibitioner at the Royal College of
Music, and took his first degree in Music at Leeds
University, where he studied composition with
Alexander Goehr and Philip Wilby.

After making his debut as an accompanist at the
Wigmore Hall in 1975 he freelanced as a pianist,
conductor and composer working with the newly established
English National Opera North. He has accompanied and worked
with a great variety of artists. Roger has written a number of scores
for theatre productions and taught piano in the Music Department at
Leeds University and at the Yorkshire College of Music.

He began his doctorate on Sibelius in 1982.

He was for six years Senior Lecturer and Director of Music at the
Northern School of Contemporary Dance and whilst there he
conducted his own composition as part of the inauguration of the
Symphony Hall complex at Birmingham, in the presence of HM
Queen Elizabeth.

After studying for the Anglican priesthood at the College of the
Resurrection, Mirfield, and taking a further degree in Theology, he
was ordained in 1996.

In 2013 Roger became Chaplain to St R o o+ BICGER
George’s Crypt the Leeds charity @

-
L

which cares for the homeless and i
vulnerable. Roger, who is open about
issues in his own life when he . . .
needed help and support writes: - =
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Mayor of Bradford.

It is several years since | came as chaplain to St George’s
Crypt. In that time alone we have provided a bed more than
150,000 times, and served half a million meals to the people of
Leeds who are homeless, vulnerable, abandoned by society,
needy in every way, despised and rejected. Every day they
welcome me with generosity and kindness, and have been my
healing also. That’s how it works; that’s the divine economy.
Our mission remains the same; to follow the example of Jesus
Christ in loving service to those who are outcast. Not to do
good from a safe distance, but to find ourselves alongside our
brothers and sisters.

In my book and in my talk, | tell some of their stories, often of
desperate neglect; of appalling childhoods; of abuse of every
kind; of mental illness; of addiction to anything that would numb
the unbearable pain; of anger and hurt and violence; and often
too of healing, and courage, and laughter.

There is recovery, of hope against hope, and salvation, not in
any facile way; they are in it for the long term, and so are we.
But we believe that change is possible, God-given, and
blessed.

Roger retired in November 2022, and is presently chaplain to the Lord

PERCY 'DON' ROBINS

] Founded St George's Crypt in 1930, creatinga
« refuge for the city's homeless, providing food, ©

a bed, clothing, practical help,
and medical care.
Thls ex-RAF serviceman and Anglican priest
always committed himself to be “where
the battle is hottest, and the
work is hardest™

1900-1948

St George's
Crypt

Don Robins
House

St George’s Crypt was founded in 1930 by the Rev Don Robins as
a refuge for the homeless of the City of Leeds
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May 10th 2023 Treasures of the Brotherton Library
at the University of Leeds

The visit began with a very varied and tasty buffet lunch at the
Lord Darcy, on Harrogate Road at 12 noon.

The group then travelled on to the University of Leeds for the
visit which began with an interesting talk about the library and the
collections given by:

Rhiannon Lawrence-Francis,

Special Collections Curator,
The Brotherton Library was built in 1936 and
is a Grade Il listed building, mainly neo-
classical in design by architects Lanchester
and Lodge but with many Art Deco features. It
is named after Edward Brotherton, First Baron
Brotherton who donated £100,000 to the
University of Leeds
in 1927 for the provision of a purpose
-built library on the main campus.

AR
Rhiannon
Lawrence-Francis

Rhiannon also spoke about much of
the contents of the Special
Collections and how they are used by
researchers.

After answering questions from the
group, this talk was followed by a
unique opportunity to see some of the
treasures from the Ripon Cathedral collections, and later, the
exhibitions in the Treasures of the Brotherton Gallery and the
Brotherton Research Centre.

The majority of the archives in the Ripon Collection were
deposited in the Brotherton Library by the Dean and Chapter of
Ripon Cathedral to ensure that the material would be more

16



accessible to researchers. These _
archives are kept in the Department
of  Manuscripts and  Special
Collections within the Brotherton
Library and are available to
researchers only by appointment.
Our group was very privileged to
see them at close quarters and ask "
Rhiannon questions

Even so, a few items remain at Ripon Cathedral as some are in
use on a regular basis and others are on permanent display for
the enjoyment of Cathedral visitors.

The visit continued with Laura Wilson and a
chance to see the exhibition in the Treasures
Gallery which, at the time of our visit, was
Shifting Borders: A Journey to the Centre of
Our World(s). The group then moved through
the main Reading Room where students were
working and on to the Brotherton Research
Centre, where refreshments were available.

Laura Wilson

It was a very interesting visit and the staff were so welcoming
and dedicated and eager to talk about their roles that the time
passed so quickly.

For those who were not having to leave immediately, there was
an invitation to visit the Stanley & Audrey Burton Gallery, also
located in Parkinson Court. The exhibition at that time was:

Arcadia for All? Contemporary British Landscape Painting.

Report by Jocelyn Brooks

17
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November 19th 2023 The Rt Revd Dr Toby Howarth
Bishop of Bradford.

Faith Communities and City of Culture

With Bradford becoming the City of Culture in
2025, Bishop Toby came to talk about how the
diverse faith communities can contribute to the
City’s celebrations.

Bishop Toby began by stressing that the
geographical area of Bradford, which is vast and
disparate, needed to be included as there are
rich and varied traditions to be represented and a
definition of ‘Culture’ would be distinctive and
therefore their narrative needs to be respected and addressed. It was
useful to speak with organisers from previous Cities of Culture such
as Hull and Coventry and particularly Liverpool—a city which
re-invented itself! Bradford had gone through metamorphoses, from
being the richest city in England to a city with declining traditional
industries and subsequently increasing poverty. The question was ,
“Could Bradford undertake the project and become a City of Culture?”
The answer was a resounding “Yes!”

This would be an opportunity to tell the narrative of Bradford, a city
looking at regeneration and working for peace and bringing together
the communities and learn-
ing from each other.

The churches in Bradford
had a past narrative but
they were not to be tied to
the old history but to look at
how they could be involved
in a new narrative and to
begin to tell the story which
would be ecumenical.

18




The advantages the churches had were many and varied and they
were ready to get behind the City of Culture:

e Churches tended to have enthusiastic volunteers

e They had premises with space for engagement

e They could offer to run courses

e Many had bells that could be rung

e Congregations are experienced in planning events
The ideas that are being considered include a travelling exhibition to
take the story out to the people which would show the ecumenical
importance of the church in their commitment to work in partnership.

As a multi faith City, all faith groups need to show they have
confidence in their own story.

Bishop Toby finally stressed the importance of looking forward
with hope rather than looking backwards to the old ‘glory days’ as
there would be more glory days to come following 2025.

BRADFORD
UK City

') of Culture
2025

The audience was enthusiastic and asked many questions and it
was eagerly expressed that FORC would happily be involved if any
help was needed.

The general consensus was that with someone involved in the
planning who felt passionately about Bradford like Bishop Toby,
Bradford City of Culture 2025 would be a great success and raise
the profile of a dynamic, hope-filled and successful Yorkshire City.

Report by Jocelyn Brooks
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Autumn
onWilfrid

Professor Joyce Hill

e e In 2022, as part of the programme to celebrate the
1350"™ anniversary of the dedication of Wilfrid’s
) basilica and crypt, the Friends sponsored a series
' of four lectures leading up to the Feast of St
© Wilfrid. These set Wilfrid in his national and
\\{\ international context, drawing upon the current
{ research of our four guests. This year the Friends
were pleased to sponsor two more lectures, both given by our own
Professor Joyce Hill, who had organised the lectures in 2022 and had
been one of the lecturers herself. This year her topics were
‘Travelling with Wilfrid: New Research on his Journeys to Rome’,
given on 5 October, and ‘Wilfrid’s Lost Dedication Manuscript and the
Survival of its Tenth Century Replacement: A Rediscovery in Recent
Times’, given on 12 October.

The first of these drew on some new research undertaken by
Joyce, which has subsequently been published in Germany. She
explained that neither Bede, despite all that he tells
us about Wilfrid in his Ecclesiastical History, nor
Stephen of Ripon in his detailed Life of Wilfrid,
describe any of the routes taken by Wilfrid on his
three journeys to Rome. Yet, as she showed us,
there are some revealing clues in these Latin texts,
if we read them very carefully. She then showed -;v‘,'
how, if we also take account of what we know /7
about early medieval travel more generally, we can
plot Wilfrid’s routes with some certainty. We were '~
reminded of the dangers of travel, and the difficulty 4
of doing so in a world without maps. The lecture
brought Wilfrid alive, but it also presented us with *
something of a detective story as the evidence was pleced together.
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Detective work of a different kind was on
display in the second lecture, when Joyce
introduced us to the work of the Canadian
scholar, Professor James Carley, who has recent-
ly argued, very convincingly, that a gospel-book,
with gold writing on pages dyed purple, now in the
Pierpont Morgan Library in New York, is the
gospel-book commissioned by Oswald, *
Archbishop of York, as a gift for the monastery of
Ripon in the late tenth century, to replace the purple-and-gold gospel
-book that Wilfrid had had made for the dedication of his basilica in
672. Wilfrid’'s manuscript had been lost by the late tenth century,
possibly when the church was burnt down in 948 during the fighting
by the King of Wessex to assert control over the Danelaw. Oswald’s
manuscript, donated at the time when he rebuilt the basilica, was
treasured by Ripon until the Dissolution, by which time it had come to
be regarded as the actual gospel-book of Wilfrid. It was transferred
from Ripon to the library of Henry VII by the king’s librarian, John
Leland, c. 1541. After the royal collection was broken up in the Civil
War, it had many different owners, was bought by an American
collector in the nineteenth century, and was purchased by the
Pierpont Morgan Library in 1900. Sadly, it is never likely to return to
Ripon!

Prof James Carley

Pierpont Morgan Iibrar, N York
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Summer Lunch 2023
sampling the deliglits of Covwold

On Thursday 8th June the Summer Lunch took place in the
beautiful village of Coxwold.

The group members met up to be ready for
the guided tour of the lovely church at 11am
but many had arrived early and, in true style,
had found the Fauconberg Arms and enjoyed
a morning coffee or tea.

At 12.30pm, after the
: visit to the church
7 there was a light

1 lunch available at the
Fauconberg Arms.

At 2pm the group moved further
down the road to Newburgh
Priory where the members
enjoyed a very detailed guided
tour of the house. There was
then time to look around the §
gardens and this was followed by
Afternoon Tea before departure.
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Treasurer’s Report

During the year of 2023 the Friends received the total income of
£9,791 which if we exclude legacies received in 2022 was £3,040
higher than 2022. Our investments were up £950 (51%) on the
previous year.

Investec Wealth & Investment (UK) continue to look after our invest-
ment portfolio. In 2023 we saw our investments rise from £141,225
in 2022 to £166,260 by the end of 2023 a 17.7% increase in capital.
We expect the funds to increase over 2024.

During 2023 the Friends were able to give grants to the Chapter of
Ripon Cathedral to the figure of £35,295, of which £20,000 was
given towards the cost of putting Solar Panels on the cathedral roof.

We continued to spend money on publicity and keeping our
members better informed which has been much appreciated.

We closed the year with an overall deficit of £21,910 with total
assets of £206,665.

Anne Groves
Treasurer

Membership Secretary’s Report

The membership remains fairly constant with the loss of
some members roughly balanced by new members.
Currently we have 261 members. We do not have email

contacted rapidly by email and without incurring postage
charges. However, it is important to let me know, at
dibarnard42@gmail.com or David Barnard, 2 North Park Road,
Leeds, LS8 1JD, if you change your email or other contact details. We
continue to post the Annual Report to all members.

Using spreadsheets to hold members data has proved much more
efficient and saved the considerable expense and complication of the
professional database system we had been using, a system designed
for much larger operations than ours. David Barnard
Membership Secretary
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Annual General Meeting

Notice

The eighty-third Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Ripon
Cathedral will be held in on Wednesday 3rd July 2024 at 7.30pm for
the purpose of conducting the following business.

All members are encouraged to attend.

Agenda

. To receive apologies for absence

. To approve and sign the minutes of the 82nd AGM held on 5th July
2023 at 7.30pm.

3. To receive for adoption the Annual Report

4. Chairman’s remarks

5. To receive for adoption the Statement of Accounts for the year
ended 31* December 2023

. Election of Officers for 2024/25
Chairman, Vice Chairman, Honorary Secretary,
Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Membership Secretary
A separate nomination form is included
7. Election of Council Members
8. Appointment of an independent examiner of the accounts

9. Any other business

GUEST SPEAKER:

Honorary Canon Elaine Swinhoe

Mothers’ Union President for the
Diocese of Leeds
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FRIENDS OF RIPON CATHEDRAL ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING 5™ JULY 2023 19.30

THORPE PREBEND HOUSE

Present Bishop Nicholas Baines, John Dobson, Philip Arundel,
Beryl Lee, Ann Baldwin, Christine Wood, David Clifton,
Roxana Clifton, Jocelyn Brooks, Adrienne Gerrish,
Malcolm Bielby, Sue Ford, Chris Ford, Simon Hoare,
Christina Hoare, Freda Bottomley, Victoria Ellis, Robert
Ellis, Jonathan White, Julie Moody, John Beal, Janina
Harrison, David Barnard, Richard Cooper, Matthew Pol-
lard, Christina Jones, Malcolm Hanson, Brenda Hanson,
Kia Mathieson, Andrew Mathieson, Joyce Hill

Apologies Janet Cooper, Malcolm Beer, Joan Beer, Joy Smith,
Unice Cansfield, Maggie Wyvill, Margaret Shepherd, Ruth
Deeth, William Deeth, Nigel Greenwood, Tom Ramsden,
Anne Smith, Allison Clark, Joy Sith, Maurice Taylor,
Dorothy Taylor, Anne Groves, Ruth Townrow, Chris Ford

Minutes of the AGM__held on 11" July 2022 were approved and
signed.

The Annual Report was adopted

Chairman’s remarks. The Chairman welcomed every one for
attending the meeting, which had been a different format this year
with attendance at Evensong beforehand followed by excellent
refreshments. He was delighted that so many members were
present, more than usual. He thanked all the members, the Council
members and Bishop Nicholas as speaker. Anne Groves has been a
very important part of the financial organisation and although she
was not attending due to high levels of extra work, he thanked her for
her friendly and efficient work for Friends. He stated that the Annual
report covered all his remarks.
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Accounts The Chairman explained that the Finances of the Friends
have been aligned in timing with those of the Cathedral as
there has been a change in Cathedral governance and
we work in tandem. The changes have been approved by
the Council. A question from the floor asked about more
details on how the figures have been calculated. These
finer details have not been given in previous years but the
full accounts can be available electronically in 2024. The
Accounts have been audited and approved. Proposed by
Joyce Hill and seconded by Jocelyn Brooks and approved
unanimously.

Election of Officers for 2023/24
The following were nominated as officers of the Friends
and proposed by Andrew Kitchingman and seconded by
Joyce Hill and were elected.

Chairman: Philip Arundel

Vice-chairman: John Beal

Treasurer: Anne Groves

Minutes Secretary: Janina Harrison
Membership: Secretary David Barnard
Communication Secretary Jocelyn Brooks

Election of Members of the Council
David Clifton and Ruth Townrow were nominated by Joyce
Hill and seconded by Malcolm Hanson and elected

Appointment of Auditors
It was agreed that Armstrong and Watson should be
reappointed. They are also the Cathedral Auditors.
Proposed Andrew Kitchingman seconded Joyce Hill.
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AOB

Dean John as President of the Friends thanked the Friends for all
we have done this year. It does make a big difference to
the Cathedral having our financial support. Last year was
the Cathedral’'s 1350"™ Anniversary and we provided a
special ledger stone. The support for the series of lectures
on St Wilfrid was much appreciated. He spoke about
matters in the Cathedral, Joyce Hill stepping down from
Chapter and being made a Canon Emeritus, the growth of
the choir through the efforts of Ronnie Krippner so both
boys and girls’ choirs are full after Covid and how we are
now having some of the highest visitor numbers for years.
The quinquennial inspection reports show £11 million
outstanding work is needed. Much is a back log of work on
maintenance of the Cathedral and its properties. Also, the
Cathedral aims to be carbon neutral by 2030 and he
requested support by the Friends in this area. He ended by
stating how important the Friends are for the Cathedral
and thanked us, encouraging us in our efforts.

The meeting ended at 19.50.

The meeting was followed by Bishop Nicholas addressing us about
the Diocese of Leeds, the coming together of the three Dioceses of
Ripon and Leeds, Bradford and Wakefield, from the inception in 2014
to the present day.

He described the very different characteristics of each area Diocese
and the different challenges they face. However, he emphasized how
well the ‘Trinity of Cathedrals’ are working together and supporting
each other. It was good news that he imparted to us.

The Chairman thanked the Bishop for offering so much of his
valuable time in coming to our meeting.
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Projects Funded by the Friends over the Years

1941-49

Donation towards the cost of the memorial to Dean Charles Mansfield Owen
Renewal of tracery of the SW clerestory window

New ashlars inserted in the wall of the library

Tracery of two windows in the library renewed : buttresses and gargoyles

Choir screen cleaned of plaster wash

1000 feet of tubular scaffolding and fittings acquired, & its erection on the SW tower
Pilasters repaired and refixed

1950-59

£1650 towards general upkeep : replacement of wall in chapter house with arch
£100 to restoration of the organ

£75 for Cathedral music

£78 curtains, pew runners and kneelers in choir

Renovation of kneelers in Nave

£900 to fabric; £400 to furnishings

£350 to clear western part of All Soul’s chapel before conversion to choir vestry
Nave altar frontal. New gold carpet and underlay for sanctuary

Long kneeling cushions for high altar

Hassocks for chapel in north choir aisle

£100 to renew altar linen

1960-69

Hymnbooks, prayer books; moveable oak book cases to contain them.

New oak bookcases for the library

Cleaning of library ceiling and library restoration

£225 to organ fund

£464 for chairs for the library

Automatic electric motor for clock - SW tower

£50 to re-writing and reframing notice board on “The History of the Fabric”
£300 for the Sanctus bell in the new bell cote on St Wilfrid's tower

Repairs to priceless volumes

Cleaning of C14th alabaster reliefs

28



1970-79

New staging neatly storable

Cobbled and flagged forecourt to the cathedral
Flood lighting

Crypt adapted as a treasury

Repainting and gilding of high altar

Reforming of the chapel of St Wilfrid

Chairs for the choir and chapel of the Holy Spirit
Renovation of the C15th font

Cost of materials for a set of green vestments and cream material for two new
copes

£2500 towards cleaning the south wall

New frontal for nave altar

£2500 towards lighting and electrical installations

1980-89

New lighting in the choir
Converting the NW tower into a book stall
£1890 for decoration to Library ceiling

In 1987 Miss Hilda Wilmshurst left a trust “money to be used on the greenery in the
church yard with particular emphasis on the planting of trees”.

Shrubbery SW corner of the churchyard

Repairs and replacements to the choir library

Awards to boys leaving the choir

New heating chamber for gas boiler behind apse.

Entrance and transformation of the undercroft

New stone altar in All Soul’s chapel

£4000 to the organ fund

Covers for library bookcases
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1990-2000

Three lime trees, two walnut trees, two whitebeams, two ornamental crab trees
From Wilmshurst Trust an annual contribution to the groundsman’s salary
Brass candlesticks, shades tables for the library

Tools, new seat, a new lawn mower

Conservation of Ripon gauntlets

Restoration of C14th alabasters

£12,500 to new work at the west front

Contribution to a new public address system

Renewal of flags

Renewal of kneelers

Tapestry cushion for the stone bench

2001-2010

Flags (2001) £567 Refreshment Tables (2001) £360
Skywinder Ladder (2001) £2,468
New “Friends” display board. £350
Bell Ropes (2003) £300 Flag (2003) £109
Contribution to restoration of alabasters £489
Floor and vesting table for Chapter House £4,419
Nave Roof restoration £13,300
Window Guards £1,710
Floor and decoration of Library £4,989
Conservation of Victorian clergy photos £1,043
Stands for millennium cushions/art exhibitions £2,500
Handrail and restoration of South Steps. £5,000
Choir Robes (2006) £1,000
Towards kitchen refurbishment at Thorpe Prebend House £500
Flower festival Stands (2007) £810
Vergers' uniforms (2007) £405
300 Folding chairs for Cathedral £13,165
New grass mower for churchyard £171
Fire Doors (2008) £1,702 Winch (2008) £1,530
100 Folding chairs for Cathedral £4799
New Union flag & 2 St George’s Flags for the Tower £448
Welcome Desk & Chair (2009) £3,597
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2011-2020

New Chairs for the Nave £59,639

Publication of Chantries book £148

Publication of Woodcarvings book £5,460

Amplification system & hearing loop £20,706

Bechstein piano, £10,000

Towards a new Aspirated Fire Detection System, £39,500
Completion of sound system £18,610

Carillon of bells for NW tower - £4,113 (repaid)
Underwriting Glory in Glass booklet on the Cathedral's windows £1,885
CCTV system - first payment £8,500

Cleaning of the organ case £4,555

CCTV system - final payment £11,500

Conservation equipment £848

Union Flag for Cathedral £137

Digital Projector for use in nave £778

Display - Cathedral Flower Show £500

New clergy vestments (copes) £11,120 (2017)

Cathedral Tap and Donate equipment £3,000 (2018)
Work on the fabric of the Cathedral and Estate £50,000 (2019)
Cathedral and Estate £25,000 (2020)

2021- 2030

Cathedral Fabric repairs £50,000 (2021)
Sponsorship of the Autumn Lectures on Pilgrimage. £1,000 (2021)
Grounds maintenance £1,464 (2021)

Cathedral fabric repairs £25,000 (2022)
Sponsorship of Autumn Lectures £2,000 (2022)
Wilfrid Ledger Stone £17,000 (2022)

Sponsorship of An English Passion £1,000 (2022)
Solar Panels investigations £20,000 (2023)
Purchase of Sheet Music £15,000 (2023)

New Union Flag for the Coronation £200 (2023)
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR AUTUMN 2024

All the lectures are held on Sunday afternoons at
Holy Trinity Church, Kirkby Road, Ripon HG4 2EY
Lectures start at 2.00pm followed by light refreshments.

Nabil Abbas The Skell Project

LECTURE
September Manager of the Skell | Following his lecture in
Valley Project, March 2022 we
22nd 2024 Fountains and welcome back Nabil to

Studley Royal give us an update on
the Skell Valley Project

CELEBRATING | Patronal Festival Members of the
Friends, as part of the

WILFRID Cathedral Community,
The Feast of . .
October 13th St Wilfrid of Ri are invited to this
2024 iiria or KIPON 1 sepvjice of celebration
at 10.30am
LECTURE Guy Wilson Royal Armouries
at Leeds

The former Master
November 17th |  of the Armouries
2024 and current
Chairman of Ripon A history of the Royal
Cathedral Fabric Armouries including the
Advisory story of how it came to
Committee Yorkshire
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An introduction to the
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