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Welcome to Ripon Cathedral 
Welcome to Ripon Cathedral for this act of worship. Christian worship has taken 
place on this site since Wilfrid built the first church here in 672AD. The crypt of 
that original church still survives and is the oldest part of any English cathedral 
and regular prayer has taken place there for 1350 years. 
 

Built on the firm foundation of that heritage, the Cathedral today continues to 
proclaim the Christian faith, with daily prayer and active service in Jesus’ name. 
 

If you would like to find out more about how the cathedral community is 
seeking to grow God’s Kingdom in this 21st century, please visit our website. 
Regular updates of all that we are involved in and our worship are posted on our 
Facebook page and we tweet regularly using “@riponcathedral”. 
 

Sitting, kneeling, standing 
As human beings, we worship with our bodies as well as through our music and 
prayers. This order of service invites you to sit, kneel or stand as appropriate. Please 
see these as merely invitations and adopt the posture you find most comfortable. 
 

Large print versions of the Order of Service are 
available. Please ask those who welcomed you if 
you would like one. 
 

An induction loop system is also in operation for hearing aid users. 
 

Please switch off your mobile phone before the service begins. 
Photography and video/audio recording by members of the congregation is not 
permitted before, during or after the service. 
 

Giving to support the work of the Cathedral 
Stewardship of all the gifts that God has given is a part of Christian discipleship. 
Giving is a part of that, and the support of charities and the church is an 
important part of that in terms of time, talent and money. We would 
encourage you in your stewardship, offering the following easy ways to 
support the work of the Cathedral: 

• use the collection bags or plates; 

• use the card terminals; 

• for bank transfers Account Name: The Chapter of 
Ripon Cathedral Sort Code: 40 38 23 Account 
Number: 91067737 

• To support the Development Trust use this QR code. 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included 
in this service, is copyright The Archbishops’ Council. All hymns covered by the Christian Copyright 
Licensing have been reproduced under CCL Licence no 97098. 
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Welcome to this Service 
Today, we continue our observance of the Great Fifty Days of Easter. This is a 
single period of festival with the tone of joy created at Easter sustained 
through the following seven weeks and the church celebrates the gloriously 
risen Christ. 
 

Here at Ripon Cathedral, we lit the Easter Candle at Easter it remains, standing 
prominently is the Cathedral for all services in this Easter season. The tone of 
celebration is maintained by the use of the word “Alleluia”, (often translated 
praise the Lord), which appears frequently in all Easter services both in the 
Liturgy and in the music. Similarly, the clergy wear their white or gold 
vestments and the flowers emphasise the joy and brightness of the season. 
 

On the fortieth day of Easter the church has, from the fourth century, 
celebrated Christ’s ascension. He commissions his disciples to continue his 
work and he promises the gift of the Holy Spirit, and then he is no longer 
among them in the flesh. The arrival of the promised gift of the Holy Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost completes and crowns the 50-day Easter festival. 
 

About this service 
The President is The Dean, The Very Revd John Dobson DL. 
 

The Preacher is the Canon Precentor, Revd Canon Michael Gisbourne. 
 

The service is sung by the choir Med – Dec – Can conducted by Marilyn Harper. 
The mass setting is The New Folk Mass by Martin Shaw (1875-1958). The 
organists are Tim Harper and Archie Davies. 
 

The Cathedral bells are rung by the Ripon Cathedral Guild of Bellringers. 
 

The flower display is kindly provided by the Ripon Cathedral Flower Guild. 
 

Children at Ripon Cathedral 
Children’s church is for primary school aged 6 and above. Little Children’s 
Church for babies and small children. There is no Children’s church today. 
 

Safeguarding 
Ripon Cathedral is committed to the safety and wellbeing of everyone, 
especially children, young people and vulnerable adults. If you have any 
safeguarding concerns please do not hesitate to contact one of the clergy. You 
can also contact the Safeguarding Team on 0113 353 0257. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, and Common Worship: Times 
and Seasons, material from which is included in this service, is copyright The Archbishops’ Council. 
Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Bible, copyright © 1989 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
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Words of welcome are given by the Canon Precentor. 
 

The Gathering 
 

Processional Hymn 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
hearts to heaven and voices raise; 
sing to God a hymn of gladness, 
sing to God a hymn of praise: 
he who on the cross a victim 
for the world’s salvation bled, 
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, 
now is risen from the dead. 

 

Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits 
of the holy harvest field, 
which will all its full abundance 
at his second coming yield; 
then the golden ears of harvest 
will their heads before him wave, 
ripened by his glorious sunshine, 
from the furrows of the grave. 

 

Christ is risen, we are risen; 
shed upon us heavenly grace, 
rain, and dew, and gleams of glory 
from the brightness of thy face; 
that we, with our hearts in heaven, 
here on earth may fruitful be, 
and by angel-hands be gathered, 
and be ever, Lord, with thee. 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Glory be to God on high; 
Alleluia! to the Saviour, 
who has gained the victory; 
Alleluia! to the Spirit, 
fount of love and sanctity; 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
to the Triune Majesty. 

NEH 103 
WORDS: Christopher Wordsworth (1807-85) 
MUSIC: LUX EOI Arthur Sullivan (1842-1900) 
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The Greeting 
 

President In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All  Amen. 
 

President Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
  and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

The president introduces the service. 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

All  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Penitence 
 

Deacon  Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil  
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

cf Romans 6.10 
 

President Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
 

President Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All  Christ, have mercy. 
 

President Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
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The Absolution 
 

President Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 

Gloria in excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect 
 

President Almighty Father, 
you have given your only Son to die for our sins 
and to rise again for our justification: 
grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness 
that we may always serve you 
in pureness of living and truth; 
through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 

Please sit. 



7 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

New Testament Reading 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

The whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned 
was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There 
was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

Acts 4.32-35 

Reader  This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand. 
 

Gradual Hymn 
 

Happy are they, they that love God, 
   whose hearts have Christ confest, 
who by his cross have found their life, 
   and ’neath his yoke their rest. 

 

Glad is the praise, sweet are the songs, 
   when they together sing; 
and strong the prayers that bow the ear 
   of heaven’s eternal King. 
 

Christ to their homes giveth his peace, 
   and makes their loves his own: 
but ah, what tares the evil one 
   hath in his garden sown! 
 

Sad were our lot, evil this earth, 
   did not its sorrows prove 
the path whereby the sheep may find 
   the fold of Jesu’s love. 
 

Then shall they know, they that love him, 
   how all their pain is good; 
and death itself cannot unbind 
   their happy brotherhood. 

NEH 369 
Words: Robert Bridges (1844-1930) based on the Latin of Chares Coffin (1676-1749) 

Music: BINCHESTER William Croft (1678-1727 
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The Gospel 
 

Please remain standing and turn to face the deacon reading the Gospel. 
The choir sings the following and the congregation repeat it. 
 

 
 

Cantor  I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
  I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 
All  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Deacon  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

It was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ But Thomas (who was called the 
Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see 
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ A week later his disciples were again 
in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put 
it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and 
my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ Now Jesus 
did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 
his name. 

John 20.19-end 

Deacon  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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The Sermon 
 

Please sit at the invitation of the preacher. 
 

After the sermon, please stand with the president. 
 

The Creed 
 

All  We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

President With confidence and trust let us pray to the Father. 
 

Please sit. 
 

This response is used after each petition: 
 

Intercessor Lord in your mercy, 
All   hear our prayer. 
 

And at the end: 
 

Intercessor Merciful Father, 
All   accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 
 

Please stand. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

President The Risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All  And also with you. Alleluia! 
 

Deacon  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

We exchange warm greetings with those nearest us. 
 

Preparation of the Altar 
 

The table is prepared, the bread and wine are placed on it. 
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Offertory Hymn 
 

The collection is taken during this hymn. 
 

Son of God, eternal Saviour, 
   source of life and truth and grace, 
Son of Man, whose birth among us 
   hallows all our human race, 
thou, our Head, who, throned in glory, 
   for thine own dost ever plead, 
fill us with thy love and pity; 
   heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 

As thou, Lord, hast lived for others, 
   so may we for others live; 
freely have thy gifts been granted, 
   freely may thy servants give: 
thine the gold and thine the silver, 
   thine the wealth of land and sea, 
we but stewards of thy bounty, 
   held in solemn trust for thee. 

 

Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 
   King of love, and Prince of peace; 
hush the storm of strife and passion, 
   bid its cruel discords cease; 
by thy patient years of toiling, 
   by thy silent hours of pain, 
quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
   shame our selfish greed of gain. 

 

Son of God, eternal Saviour, 
   source of life and truth and grace, 
Son of Man, whose birth among us 
   hallows all our human race,  
thou who prayedst, thou who willest, 
   that thy people should be one, 
grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 
   here on earth thy will be done. 

NEH 498 
Words: Somerset Corry Lowry (1855–1932) 
Music: EVERTON Henry Smart (1813-1879) 
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Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

President Risen Lord Jesus Christ, 
we believe you, and all we have heard is true. 
When you break bread 
may we recognize you as the fire that burns within us, 
that we may bring light to your world. 

All   Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

President The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

President Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

President It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks,  
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 

 

For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell. 
and restored in men and women 
the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
 

Choir  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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President Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness: 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper 
 he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
 he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Deacon Jesus Christ is Lord: 
All   Lord, by your cross and resurrection 

you have set us free. You are the Saviour of the world. 
 

President And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice 
made once for the sins of the whole world, 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

St Peter, St Wilfrid and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 

Please sit. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

President Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory: 
 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The President breaks the consecrated bread. 
 

President Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All  Therefore Let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 

The Giving of Communion 
 

President Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

We welcome communicants of all denominations to receive holy communion. 
If you are not a communicant and would like to receive God’s blessing, please 
come with this service sheet in your hand. Please move as directed. If you 
require a gluten-free wafer, please indicate this to the administrant. 
 

During communion the choir sings the Agnus Dei and a Motet. 
 

Agnus Dei 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
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Motet 
 

Jesu, dulcis memoria, 
dans vera cordi gaudia; 
sed super mel et omnia 
ejus dulcis praesentia. 
 

Durae premunt angustiae, 
exaudi preces supplicum; 
fluunt amarae lacrymae; 
exaudi vota pauperum. 

Jesu, the very thought of thee 
with sweetness fills the breast; 
but sweeter far thy face to see, 
and in thy presence rest. 
 

In thee, when vexed by anxious fears, 
we can alone be sure; 
and as we weep our bitter tears 
hear us, the suppliant poor. 

 
Words: Latin 12th cent 

Music: Tomás Luis de Victoria (c1548–1611) 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

President Let us pray. 
 

All  Amen. 
 

Notices 
 

Banns of Marriage are read and Notices may be given after which please stand. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

President Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

President God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
pour out upon you and upon all those you love 
now and always.  

All  Amen. 

Lord God our Father, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ 
you have assured your children of eternal life 
and in baptism have made us one with him: 
deliver us from the death of sin 
and raise us to new life in your love, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Recessional Hymn 
 

  Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
Endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won; 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
Kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

   Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
   Endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won. 
 

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
Let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: 

   Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
   Endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won. 
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 
Life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife, 
Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 

   Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
   Endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won. 
 

NEH 120 
Words: French, Edmond Budry (1854-1932) tr. Richard Hoyle (1875-1939) 

Music: MACCABAEUS G. F. Handel (1685-1759) 
 

President Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Organ Voluntary 
 

Lobe den Herren, den mächtigen König der Ehren (Op. 67, No. 24) 
 

Max Reger (1873-1916) 
 
 
 
 

If you are relatively new to the congregation, please complete one of the 
‘Welcome’ cards so that we can arrange to get to know you better and 

offer you the chance to join in the Cathedral’s mission and ministry. 
 


